
produc tion and refining

transport and storage

dispens ing from larger to smaller c ontainer s

use as chemcal intermediates

use as process solvents

m ixing and packaging of solvent-bas ed products

use of comsumables solvent products

plant emissions

Sources of Exposure

tanks

othe enclos ed vessels

pi ts

confined spaces where
solvents may have leak ed

Confined spaces

inhalation of vapour

ingestion of l iquid

skin c ontact with l iquid

Routes of Exposure

i rritation to the eyes & mucous membranes in
the upper respir atory trac t.

r espiratory system

Acute exposure can produc e the fol lowing sys tems
central nervous system

headache

nausea

dizziness

drowsiness

resul ts in loss of sens ory and motor func tions
rec overy can be slow ever after cess ation

periher al nervous system

damage to the l iver cells or chnages to the fatty
tissue ar e cuas ed by various solvents including alcohol
Solvents that cause kidney damage include:

liver and k idneys

can cause testicular atrophy in men and toetoxicity &
teratogenicity in women (child berth defects )

r epr oduction system

defatting agents c an c asue skin irri tation and
dermati tus

skin

chloroform

carbon tetrac hchloride

methyl alcohol

toluene

Damage to the arter is. Some hydrocarbons are
thought to cause cardiac arrthymias & and some
gycols destroy red & white blood cellsCardio-vascular system

Ef fects of Exposure

Solvents
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